
January 27, 2022 
  
To Our Shared Communities, 
  
For the past two years, we have been doing our best to keep up with the changing school 
guidance as it relates to the pandemic. Throughout all of the change, our goal to maintain a safe 
school environment and keep students in school learning has remained consistent.  We are 
writing today to make you aware that there may be another significant change on the horizon for 
school districts. 
  
A court case challenging school masking and certain COVID-19 exclusion protocols put forth by 
the State of Illinois and Illinois Department of Public Health has been playing out in Sangamon 
County.  It is expected a final ruling in the case will be issued this Friday.  However, after the 
judgment is announced, an appeal is expected.  Approximately 10 days after an appeal is filed, 
an appellate decision will be rendered that may or may not reverse the lower court’s decision. 
  
The outcome of this case may have a significant impact on school districts throughout the state 
of Illinois, however it is important for you to know that our districts are not directly involved in this 
case.  We know that there may be mixed feelings in our communities when a final decision is 
announced regarding any potential masking or exclusion changes for schools.  We ask, in 
advance, for your patience, support, and understanding as we work through the details of what 
the outcome of the court case may mean for us locally.  Until we share differently, all current 
mitigations continue to remain in place.  If a change in mitigations will be considered, each 
district will communicate individually how that decision-making process will take place.  We will 
certainly keep you informed as we learn more information in the coming days and weeks.  
  
Thank you for your cooperation.   
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christine Sefcik, Ed.D. Superintendent Grant Community High School District 124 
Scott Schwartz, Ed.D. Superintendent Gavin School District 37 
Bob Gold, Superintendent Big Hollow School District 38 
Lynette Zimmer, Superintendent Lake Villa School District 41 
Heather Friziellie, Ed.S. Superintendent Fox Lake School District 114  
  
 


